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CASA Volunteer training

begins January 25th

@ 5:30 pm

Our of! ces will be closed on

January 18th in observance of the 

Martin Luther King holiday

and we will also be closed on 

January 25th for our agency

staff meeting
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CASA Corner
Child Advocacy Services

 CASA of Livingston Parish            January  2010

Child Advocacy Services would like to recognize
the 2009 active CASA volunteers and say

“Thank you for your dedication to give voice,
healing and safety to the

children of Livingston Parish”.

Livingston
Court Appointed Special Advocates

www.childadv.net      (800) 798-1575

Diane Adkins, April Archord, Trinel Authenment, Jeri Barrington,Dee Bauerle, 
Kathy Blanchard,Laura Borzacchiello, Bretanie Boudreaux, Alan Berry, 
Trina Cassano, Linda Doucet, Daphne Eads, Nancy Firmin, Doug Hall, Mark 
Graham, Melvin Holmes, Sr., Mireya Keck, Latifey LaFleur, Nicole LeBlanc, 
Rebekah Linder, Jeanette Mathes, Josette Pettitt, Edna Smiley, Robert “Smiley” 
Smiley, Rhonda Smith, Sandi Starks, Delma Thornton, Jennifer Vulgamore, 
Sue Walsworth, Donna Bliss, Francine Champagne, Bill & Patricia Eberhardt, 
Pat Golembiewski, Tammy Harris, Samantha King, Melanie Mckee, Summer 
Babin-Mizell, Ellen Sovkoplas, Ola Spears, Michael Maloz, Michelle O'Daniel, 
Karen Couvillon, Rami Fitzgerald-Harkcom, Carla Williams, Alan Berry, Trina 
Cassano, Rhonda Smith, and Fanny Villalobos

Livingston Parish Juvenile Judge Borde swearing in our most recent class of CASA Volunteers.



Denham Springs City

01/27  Josette P., Mark G., 
Rebekah L., Daphne E., Sue W., 
Robert & Edna S. (all require 
reports)
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Martin Luther King
Of• ce Closed

Agency Staff Mtg.
Of• ce Closed

Denham Springs
City Court

Happy Birthday
Starlynn A.

COURT  A PPEARANCES
Livingston Court

01/14  Mireya B., Jennifer V., 
Samantha K., Michelle O & 
Michael M.

Court reports 
are due two 
weeks prior 
to the court 
date.
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FTC DATES                                                                                                                                             
 

01/12/2010
Liv. OCS Robert & 
Edna S. @ 9:00 am
Liv. OCS Mark G. - 
PPS Staf! ng @ 9:00 am

01/19/2010
Liv. OCS Josette P. @ 
10:00 am

01/26/2010
Liv. OCS Daphne E. @ 
9:00 am

CASA Volunteers:
• It is required that you visit your 

children and meet with your supervisor 
at least once a month. Please contact 
your Supervisor if a challenge arises.

• Your tracking forms are due no later 
than the 25th of each month. 

• If you want credit for your newsletter 
you must turn in a tracking form 
showing that you have read it even if 
you do not have an active case.

January
Volunteer

Anniversaries
Jennifer V. – 1 year

SUN SATMON TUE WED THU FRI

January 2009

Livingston Court

Happy Birthday

Edna S.

Tracking Forms Due
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National Birth Defects Prevention Month

January is National Birth Defects Prevention Month

Every month of the year is in honor of something. January, for example, is National Hobby Month as well as 
National Oatmeal Month, among others. For us here at Babies Online, however, the most signi• cant thing about 
January is that it is the National Birth Defects Prevention Month in the US.

Here are some statistics on birth defects from the March of Dimes:

A birth defect refers to an abnormality in structure, function or metabolism of an infant at birth. Birth defects 
can result in physical or mental disabilities or death. 

About 120,000 infants in the United States are born with birth defects each year. This is equivalent to 1 in every 
33 babies. 

Birth defects are the leading cause of infant mortality in the • rst year of life. 
Thousands of different birth defects have been identi• ed; however, only 30% of these are well-studied enough 
to pinpoint the causes. The causes of 70% remaining defects are unknown 
Those birth defects whose causes are known can be grouped into three categories:

Birth defects due to genetic factors. The most commonly known of these are defects due chromosomal aberra-
tions such as Down syndrome. Other well-known genetic birth defects are cystic • brosis, hemophilia, and sickle 
cell anemia.

Birth defects due to environmental factors. Defects can result from exposure to certain environmental factors 
during pregnancy. These factors may be in the form of chemicals, pathogens, electromagnetic • elds, and radia-
tion (among others) and are called teratogens. The most commonly known teratogens are alcohol, chemicals 
from cigarettes, and certain drugs. Infections during pregnancy can also cause serious birth defects. Examples of 
teratogenic infections are the varicella (chicken pox) virus and the syphilis virus.

Multi-factorial birth defects. These defects are caused by a combination of genetic and environmental factors. 
Examples of these types of defects are cleft lip/palate, spina bi• da and congenital heart defects.

The most commonly reported birth defects in the US are as follows:

Cleft lip/palate – 6,800 babies each year 
Down syndrome – 5,500 babies each year 
Transposition of the great arteries (heart defects – 1,900 babies each year) 
Spina bi• da – 1,300 babies each year 
For more information about birth defects, check out the National Birth Defects Prevention Network.

www.babiesonline.com/baby/january-is-national-birth-defects-prevention-month/
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Child Advocacy Services

January is National Poverty
in America Awareness Month

Child Advocacy Services would like to bring attention to January being National Poverty in America awareness 
month.  Everyday there is a child sustained to levels of poverty by no fault of their own.  In many cases, the 
conditions are extreme and can be detrimental to any child’s well-being.  As advocates, we see how huge the effect 
of poverty can be on our children’s lives.  Taking part in the prevention of those conditions, for our children, is 
a such a gracious act that we do, daily.  And for that, Child Advocacy Services would like to take the time out 
to thank you, the volunteer, for your great deeds and your continued efforts in bringing hope and love to a child.  
Your compassion and warmth can never be measured and we could not ever thank you enough.

If you are not a volunteer, here are some ways you can get involved to prevent poverty in your community:

1) Donate funds to the local charitable organization of your choice.
2) Volunteer to feed the homeless at a local shelter.
3) Donate books, clothing, pens and pencils, etc. to any underpriviledged school.
4) Provide gifts for birthdays for non-pro! t organizations such as Child Advocacy Services.
5) Host a birthday party for a child or children who otherwise would not have one….

When preventing poverty, the possibilities are endless.  If you or someone you know is interested and wants 
to learn more about our program, visit our website at www.childadv.net, or stop by our of! ces, located at 8369 
Florida Avenue, Suite 3, Denham Springs, LA 70726 (PO Box1455, Denham Springs, LA 70727).  On behalf of 
the children, we wish you the best in your future endeavors in the prevention of poverty.

Please make it a goal everyday of this New Year to share the mission of a CASA volunteer and what a 
great honor it is to serve as a voice for a child. In the Florida Parishes there are 90 plus children waiting 
for a CASA to serve as their voice; please share the message that becoming a voice for a child is respected 
by judges, attorney’s, peers and most important a child. CASA volunteers make the difference in a child’s 
life by giving them a voice that will be heard. The ! rst CASA training will begins January 25, 2010, feel 
free to give my contact information to anyone interested in receiving more information about becoming 
a CASA volunteer. I can be reached at 1-800-798-1575 or email dbliss@childadv.net, this offer comes 
with no pressure or obligation. For web information be sure to visit Child Advocacy Services website at, 
www.childadv.net. Please share with all your friends, co-workers and family.

Happy New Year""

Donna Bliss 
CASA Recruiter

CASA Volunteers as Recruiters
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Join us for our upcoming 
Care Session: 

Thursday, January 21st

8:30 a.m. – Noon 

8:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.   
Neglect and Child Abuse  

in the field of Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Jen Avegno 

Director of Undergrad Education  
LSUHSC Section of Emergency Medicine 

   10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Trial Advocacy 101: For the advocates of abused children.

Learn techniques to clearly present the issues facing the 
children needing your advocacy, so that the judge will  listen! 

Judge Andrea Janzen 

Children’s Hospital Calhoun Campus Training Room
1040 Calhoun Street, New Orleans 

RSVP (504)896-9237 or ncooper@chnola.org 

Feb. 25th  

Gwen Richardson
Negative Effects of 
Corporal Punishment 

Jacqylyn 
Rodriguez 
Multicultural 

Parenting Styles 

MARCH 18th  
APRIL 15 th  
                        
*Please note we will  
not be offering 
 a care session for 
December. Happy 
Holidays!



8369 Florida Blvd, Suite 3
Denham Springs, LA 70726

Phone: (225) 791-3136
Fax: (225) 791-9162
Toll Free: (800) 798-1575
www.childadv.net

Powerful Voices for Children


